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Death of Henry Astor Closes Last Chapter in Story FARMERS AT $2.00 A DAY.

Vivid Bird-Man’s Eye View of Great Verdun Fight Described

e inBook Written by James R. McConnell, Lafayette N
. of Rich Society Man Who Married Daughter of RN T S G i R o e S PR e SN A Escadrille Pilot, Who Was Killed in Air Fight
; His Father's Gardener, Was Spurned by His ' ' - Against Two German Warplanes. L
» Family, Lived Life of Seclusion From His Old :
' Friends, but Found Real Happiness With the By Marguerite Mooers Marshall 3

. Woman of His Choice. .

as secn from above by those who fiy, like the anclent Valkyrs, abave

the slaln. One who himself no longer speaks frota the lvings
James R, McConnell, volunteer Sergeant-Pilot of the Latayette Encadrille
~—has glven a memorable deseription of the great struggle at Verdun &8
watched from his fighting acropiane, in his personal atory of the War:
“Flying for France."” 2

| The book is brief, but it should be tead for two

- | reasons Ay vislon of Verdun from & sea of clouds and
Its finaly intimate plotures of Kiffin Noekwell, Vie
tor Chapman, Raoul Lufbery, Norman Prince and
"others of tho aplendld band of American adventurers
| Who were our vanguard In the world atruggle for 1ib-
erty and democrnaey, Rergt. McConnell himself was of
this band, and, lilke nearly every other member, he
bas made the ultimate sscrifice. e longed to load a
| United States Army anero corps in the western theatre
! of war, but he was killed {n an unequal struggle agalnst two German aere-
i

D ANTE'S HELL—that, {n two words, {8 a battlefield of the Great War
Y By Robert Welles Ritchie

E was calied “the forgotten Astor”-—this Henry Astor, last of a past
H generaton of his line, who died last Friday, full of years, on his f

; estale noc? West Copake, Columbla County, N, Y.

" Thin appellative would seem to carry with it & tincture of symipathy,
Anlf 10 be an Astor of the Astors and (o be forgotten were & conjunation
Pditgdgiii v bbb bbb el of  clrcumatances spelling  heavy

. o T irag.dy., The world learned at his
passing that there had been an As-
tor who had been cast off by the
rest of his family long years ago and
lind struggled through a life of many
years without once getting his namo
in Ameriea’s Almanach de Gotha of
the aristooracy ‘of wealth, The world
learned this and whook its head In
surfuce aympathy.

planes just befora our formal opening of hostilitiex. He was over there

“"Poor old fellow,” quoth the
world’s wife. “He an Astor and
burled up thers In the country all
his Iife, with nobody ever to hear
about hiim "

Only Henry Astor could have
known whether he, the man whom
hils kin disearded because ha ''mar-
ried beneath him* many, many yvears
0o, was the happler becauns he eloct. |
ed to llve In Aroadian simplicity |
ol clone to the racy soll and In the
- N s'mple democracy of a rural nelgh
PEOALSA L4400 000008 1500600 ruthor than be bound by the |
abdckios wealth had forged mbout the necks of his brethren,

What philosopher would be bold - )
enbugh 10 say that when Henry Astor But there was ones anchor to the
@xghanged the starched formalism of Astor lntermsts father nor brothors
Pociety and matrimonial convemiong | “ovld uproot Willlam B Astor, In
Ersmsiured by the doliar mark for the 1834, had wet aside o fund in trust for
39 love of a woman and life In & hin son Henry which he himoelf couid
gren country, whers holly blooms |0t thw destroy. This fund drew sa
freshly and the smell of growing corn fovatiues from pertaln parcels of real

D8 ths mornings, he became the estate In New York--118 all tuld

WY AGTOR .
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hefore the Allles had been fighting slx months, going from Carthage, N. C.

fuser? Bettor a palnce in the Riviern
@nd an opera box In the Metr.pull-
fan’s “diamond horseshoe” or tiv bw
called “Henry"” by the blacksmith and
ths cider mill man and to go down the
short hill toward the sunset with u
wife's hand clasped in a husband'n?

Conalder the career of this man who,
Blead at clghty-seven, Is reveale! as
®ne who preferred to make hism own
life and not be the siave of wealih to
®hich he was born,

He was the sixth chlld of Willlam
B, Astor, himself son of that J hn
Jrcob Astor, German fur trapper. who

founded the line. Hea was born 1o an |

3 ritance of nt jaast 25,000,000 -
.‘3:'”] a monstrous fortune in those
dayn. His carly life wan very like the
liwes of his brothers, John Jucob L6
nod Willlam. He recelved a broad
education, becams famillar with Eu-
Jape and was duly Initlated Into M

among them the salld block bounded
by Hreadway, Elghth Avenue, 46th
and 46th Btreets

The Increment from (his trust fund
rmonnted—so 1t was estimated n fow i
yoars ago-to somothing Hke $5,000
& wonk  Henry Astor, disinherited,
was stlll a very wealthy man

The outcast son went to West Co-
pake, wiich is In the Berkshlres vory |
near the New York-Connscticut-Mas-
sachusetits lines, and four miles from

the wvillage he chose for himmelf cer-
tain fruitful acres. There he atarted
1o bulld & nouse

It wes a very blg house—hrond and
™momy and filled with dim receases
where heat could not penetrate in suin- |
mer.  Nelghbors came in to help ban
bulid 1t actunlly to partioippte w'n
Ihe six-foot, broad shouwldered man
with the flaming red beard in the
work of construction. The neighbors

a. e 6A-v. 150 PAY S Capam
CHARGES, TR I'I.\C-Tuuw
SMEWSE GIRLS READY FOm
b ool pockmarked fields an

| 8o clonely Interlochked

OM THE GRAMD STAIRWAY o
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until his death In battle,

He maw hin firat notive serviea in
& fighting Nleuport at Verdun, whera
he flaw daily, when the weather per-
mittad. “"Immediataly east and north
of Verdun thers lles a broad, brown
band,” he writes In Flying for France
“From the Woevre plain It runs west-
ward to the '8 bend In the Meuss,
and on the left bank of that famous
stream continues on inte the Ar-
gonne forest, [Peaceful felds and

| farms and willages adorned that
% | landscape a few months ago—when

‘Ehorn wan no Hattle o Verdun.

5| Now there 1s only that sinister

brown belt, a strip of murdered na-
| ture. It serms to belong to another
| world, Every slgn of humanity has
‘bnen swept awmav, The woods and
roads have vanlshied like chalic wiped |
from a blackbaoard: of the villages |
nothing remains but gray smears|
where stone walls have tumbled to- |
gether. Tha great forts of Douane|
mont and Vaux are oqatlined faintly,
like the tracings of # 'nger in weot

| sand. One cannot Adlstinguish uny |

ons shell orater, s one can cn the |
cither alde. On!
ndentations are |
thut they blend |
into & confussd muss of troubled

earth. OFf the trenches only broken, |
half obliterated links are vistble, |

the brown band the

“{*alumna of muddy snnke spurt up |
continually an high explosives tmlri
deepar Into this vicered aren H-..rlngl
heavy bombardment and sattacks l.
have geen shells falling ke rain. The |
countlons towers of smoke remind onw |
of Gustave Dore's picture of the fiery |

tombs of the arch-Heretics In Danta's

fo drive an American ambulancs {n the Vosges and win the Croix de
i Guerre. FEven at that post, according to his own naive admisaion, he felt
7 | like an "embusque,” & shirker, and

enter the French fiying servics, whers he fought loyally and successfully

he was one of the first Americans to

I "Sometimes it falls to our lot te
| guard thesa machinea from Germans
eager (o swoop down on thelr baocks.
Salling about high above a busy flock
| of tham makes ona fecl like an oM
]lnothor hen protecting her chicka
|  "Wa fiy a0 high that ground detalls
| are lacking: Where the battis has
raged there {a a broad, browned band.
Trees, houses and even roads have
been blasted completely away. The
shell holes are so numerous that they
| blend Into ones another and cannot be
separately aeen,

"It looks as {f shells fell by the
thousand every second. There are
spurts of amoke at nearly every foot
| of tha brown areas, and a thick pall of
mist covers (L all. Thers are but
holes whers the trenches ran, and
when one thinks of the poor devils
crouching In thair inadequate sheltars
under such a hurricane of Aying metal

| it Increases one's reapect for the stay-

ing powers of modern man, It's tarri-
bie to walch, and I feel sad every time
1 look down,

“We traverss the brown band and
enter snemy territory to ths accom-
paniment of an antl-airoraft omn-
nonade,” Ssrzt. MeConne!l contimues.
“Moat of the shots ars wild, however,
and wo pay Jittla attention to them.
When the shrapnel comes uncom-
fortably closs, one shifta position
sllghtly to svade the runge. The only
shootlng wa hear s the tut-tut-tut
of our own or enemy plans machins
guns when fighting is at closs quar-

tera,  The Germans shoot explostve
bullets from theirs.

“ [ ell A smoky pall covers the mcmrl "Principally our work consists of ‘J

. } _ = i [undr-r firo, riniog mo high that at af Keeping German airmen awny frem
plhece In New York society, whare the | thought Henry Astor was a pauper, | = o LB -

Abtors already held sway through PV they knew already be had a great
fheir great wealth, Ihr-uri and they turned in with a w.ul
Mid-Victorian drawing rooms and i to help him

e ball rooms of London and N“*| When the g Tlouse, as West

York did not carry a strong appeal fur Copake still calln this rellc of the

,young Henry, He had an analytioal | Freoch Mansard school of archicecs |
lll’l'ld. and this instrument was prons | '45¢. wus  completed Henry Asto=

1o dissact and serutinize the sham and | Moved in with his bride and begun the |
1B pretense that was bulided on a ! comfortable life of a eountry gentls. |
P#dental of wealth alone. 1is father | AN, Nelghbors began to wonder if ',
&84 brothers noted a growing cynl- | Henry really were “dead broke" acter

ciam an Henry's part—a proncness to | &l Henry smiled deep in his beird

taks the life 1o which he was born | a0d sald not a word,
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New York and New Jersey Anti-Bumming Laws Unfair Because Aimed
al Baritone Hoboes Exclusively, Providing No Penalties for Soprano Idlers—
Rolling Cigarettes Will Help Win ‘War as Much as Powdering Noses—If
Loafer Who Plays Two Pairs Against Three Kings Is a Bum, So Is the
Frail Who Bids a Bridge Whist Hand Wrong—Girls Have the Vote, Why

|hnmht of 1,000 feet one is enveloped
In 1ts mist-llke fumes. Now wnd then
monster projectilen hurtling through
the alr close by leave one's plane rocks
ing violently in their wake. Alrplanes
have been cut in two by them.

"For uys the battle prases in olepew,
the nolse of one's motor deadening all
other sounds, In the green patohywa
belind the brown balt myriads of tiny

| pashes tell where the gyns are hidden;

and those flashes, and the =moke of
bursting shells, are all wo see of the

our lines, and in attacking them whea
opportunity offers. One glances uyp
to mee If thers ls another machine
higher than one's own. Low and far
within the German lines are seveml
enemy planes, a duoll white in ADOeAr-
ance, resembling rand flles againat
the mottled garth. High above them
one gilmpsens the mosquito-like forms
of two Fokkers. Wa approach ths
cnemy machines ahead, only to find

them slanting at a rapld rate inte
thelr own country,

fighting. 1t s & weird combination “Tha bochies keep wall within thalr
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